SAFE CUSTODY
stayed to watch the courtyard and was sitting on a
step of the Rolls.
When I had told him our news—
" I'll bet you a ducat/1 said Hubert, " the steward
comes up to-morrow to see what's what. They
obviously fled before our wire had arrived. And that
was a pity, for the wire was a rational document,
sent in a rational way. Still, as like as not, the
steward received it in the village to which he has
gone. And if he did, I'll bet he's here to-morrow at
eight o'clock/'
"Please God/' said Palin, piously. "We can't
live here without servants. If you don't believe me,
go and consider the grate in the kitchenette."
Then I went to fetch Olivia, for, though we had yet
to search the rest of the castle, there seemed to be
now no reason for her waiting without the walls.
Once she was in, we must manage to pull up the draw-
bridge before we did anything else, for, with that raised
and the postern exits barred, none could get into the
castle, while, if there was someone within, he could
not get out.
When I told Olivia my news, she began to laugh.
" Andrew Palin," she said, " is an artist. But now
and again he slaps on his colours too thick. No sign
of Bunch or Bugle ? "
" None at present/' said L " But I want you to
sit in the Rolls until we've made sure that they're
out."
To my relief she consented to do as I said : and, as
soon as she had taken her seat, and Stiven had been
posted in the archway, to watch the courtyard, we
turned to the urgent business of raising the bridge.
The doorway into the gatehouse had long been
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